
APPENDIX 3

WORKING PROCEDURES

1. In.its proceedings the panel will follow the relevant provisions
o~the Understan.d~ngon Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of
Disputes. In addition, the following working procedures will apply.

~. The panelwillmeet inclosed session. The parties to the dispute
or other mterested parties, Will be present at the meetings only when invited
by the panel to appear before it.

. . 3. The deliberations of the panel and the documents submitted
to It Willbe.kept confid~ntial., Nothing in the Understanding shall preclude a
party to a dispute from disclosing statements of its own positions to the public.
Members shall tr~t as confidential, information submitted by another Member:
to the pan~l which tha~ Member has designated as confidential. Where a
party to a ?ISpute subrruts a confidential version of its written submissions to
the panel, It shall also, upon request of a Member, provide a non-confidential
summary of the information contained in its submissions that could be disclosed
to the public.

4: Bef~re the first substantive meeting of the panelwith the parties,
bot,h parties to the dispute shall transmit to the panel written submissions in
which they present the facts of the case and their arguments.

5- ~t its first substantive meeting with the parties, the panel will ask
the pa:ty which has brought the complaint to present its case. Subsequently,
and still at ~he same meeting, the party against which the complaint has been
brought will be asked to present its point ofview.

6. All third parties which have notified their interest in the dispute to
the DSB shall be invited in writing to present their views during a session of the
fi~st subs~antive meeting of the . panel set aside for that purpose. All such
third parties may be present during the entirety of this session.
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7. Formal rebuttals will be made at the second substantive
meeting of the panel. The party complained against will have the righ~to take
the floor first to be followed by the complaining party. Both parties shall
submit, prior to that meeting, written rebuttals to the panel.

8. The panel may at any time put questions to the parties and
ask them for explanations either in the course of a meeting with the with the
parties writing.

9. The parties to the dispute and any third party invited to pr~sent
its views in accordance with Section 8 ofthe Understanding shallmake available
to the panel a written version of their oral statements.

10. In the interest of full transparency, the presentations, reb,uttals
and statements referred to in paragraphs 5 to 9 above wil~b~ ma?e 10 ~he
presence of both parties. Moreover, each party's written submissions, including

comments on the descriptive part ofthe report and responses to questionsany .. ,
put by the panel, will be made available to the other party.

11. Any additional procedures specific to the panel.

12. The panel proposes the following timetable for its work:

(a) Receipt offirst written submissions
ofthe Parties:

(1) complaining Party:
(2) Party complained against:

3-6 weeks
2-3 weeks

(b) Date, time and place of first
substantive meeting with the Parties;
Third Party session: 1-2 weeks

(c) Receipt of written rebuttals of
the Parties: 2-3 weeks

(d) Date, time and place of second ,
substantive meeting with the Parties: 1-2 weeks

(e) Submission of descriptive part of
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the report to the Parties:
(f) Receipt of comments by the Parties

on th~ d~scriptive part of the report: 2 weeks
(g).SUb~ssIon of the interim report,

mcludmg the findings and conclusions
to the Parties: '

(h 2-4 weeks) Deadline for Party to request review
. ofpart(s) of report:

(I) Peri.od of re.v!ewby panel, including
. possIble addItIOnalmeeting with Parties' 2 k

(j) S b . . . wee su missron offinal report to Parties
to dispute:

(k) Circulation of the final report to the
Members:

2-4 weeks

1 week

2 weeks

3 weeks

The above calendar may be chan ed i h .
developments. Additionalmeetinoswith th P g. m .t e light of unforeseen

o e ames willbe scheduled ifrequired.
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APPENDIX 4

EXPERT REVIEW GROUPS

The following rules and procedures shallapply to expert review groups
established in accordance with the provisions of Article 13.2.

1. Expert review groups are under the panel's authority. Their terms
of reference and detailed working procedures shall be decided by the panel,
and they shall report to the panel.

2. Participation in expert review groups shallbe restricted to persons
of professional standing and experience in the field in question.

3. Citizens of parties to the dispute shall not serve on an expert
review group without the joint agreement of the parties to the dispute, except
in exceptional circumstances when the panel considers that the need for
specialized scientific expertise cannot be fulfilled otherwise. Government
officials of parties to the dispute shallnot serve on an review group. Members
of expert review groups shall serve in their individual capacities and not as
government representatives, nor as representatives of any organization.
Governments or organizations shall therefore not give them instructions with
regard to matters before an expert review group.

4. Expert review groups may consult and seek information and
technical service from any source they deem appropriate. Before an expert
review group seeks such information or advice from a source within the
jurisdiction of a Member, it shall inform the government of that Member. Any
Member shall respond promptly and fully to any request by an expert review
group for such information as the expert review group considers necessary
and appropriate.

5. The parties to a dispute shallhave access to allrelevant information
provided to an expert review group, unless it is of a confidential nature.
Confidential information provided to the expert review group shall not be
'released without formal thorization from the government, organization or
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person providing the information. Where such information is requested from I!
the expert review group but release of such information by the expert re
view group is not authorised, a non-confidential summary of the information
will be provided by the government, organization or person supplying the
information.

6. The expert review group shall submit a draft report to the
parties to the dispute with a view to obtaining their comments, and taking them
into account, as appropriate, in the final report, which shall also be circulated
to the parties to the dispute when it is submitted to the panel. TIle final report
of the expert review group shall be advisory only.
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